Additional material that you can include in your letter to the:

1. Chinese Ambassador to Australia.
Article IV of the CAMBA states that “Each Contracting Party shall endeavour, in accordance with its laws and regulations in force, to:

(a) establish sanctuaries and other facilities for the management and protection of migratory birds and also of their environment; and

(b) take appropriate measures to preserve and enhance the environment of migratory birds.

In particular, each Contracting Party shall:

(i) seek means to prevent damage to migratory birds and their environment.”

I therefore ask you, as Ambassador for the People’s Republic of China to:

· convey to your Government our concerns over the future of the migratory shorebirds, which both our countries are privileged to include in our fauna, and for which we have a joint responsibility and commitment;
· encourage your Government to develop as part of priority actions 12 to 15 in the China National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan designated areas for shorebirds across much of the remaining Yellow Sea mudflats that will be permanently protected; and
· encourage your government to work closely with conservation bodies within China such as Friends of Nature, Green Earth Volunteers and Wild China and international bodies such as Birdlife International, World Wildlife Fund and Conservation International in the development of environmental policies affecting birds and the monitoring of outcomes.
2. Australian Ambassador to China.

Article IV of the CAMBA states that “Each Contracting Party shall endeavour, in accordance with its laws and regulations in force, to:

(a) establish sanctuaries and other facilities for the management and protection of migratory birds and also of their environment; and

(b) take appropriate measures to preserve and enhance the environment of migratory birds.

In particular, each Contracting Party shall:

(i) seek means to prevent damage to migratory birds and their environment.”

I believe that you, as Australia’s Ambassador to the People’s Republic of China, are in a key position to influence the government of that country to be proactive in protecting migrant birds passing through China. We therefore encourage you to:

· convey to the Chinese Government our concerns over the future of the migratory shorebirds, which both our countries are privileged to include in our fauna, and for which we have a joint responsibility and commitment;
· encourage the Chinese Government to develop as part of priority actions 12 to 15 in the China National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan designated areas for shorebirds across much of the remaining Yellow Sea mudflats, that will be permanently protected;
· encourage the Chinese Government to work closely with conservation bodies within China such as Friends of Nature, Green Earth Volunteers and Wild China, and international bodies such as Birdlife International, World Wildlife Fund and Conservation International in the development of environmental policies affecting birds and monitoring of outcomes; and
· point out to the Chinese Government the economic benefits of providing areas for bird conservation. Ecotourism and birdwatching are of growing international importance, with countries such as South Africa, Namibia, Brazil, Thailand and Australia, for example, having developed thriving international businesses in these areas. The continued development of nature reserves in China can provide sustainable business opportunities for people in nearby communities. Thus the protection of Chinese birds can benefit the Chinese people not only through retaining your rich natural heritage but also through tapping into international tourism.
3. Ambassador from the Republic of Korea to Australia

Article IV of the ROKAMBA states “Each Party shall endeavour to manage and conserve the habitat of migratory birds through activities such as the designation of conservation areas in its territory.”

I note, with approval, that there have been recent attempts to set aside areas for the conservation of shorebirds such as the 300 ha of tidal flat to be excluded from the Song-Do reclamation. However the total amount of tidal flats that currently has assured protection is minute compared to the original extent of tidal flats. Moreover, it is manifestly inadequate for the needs of the migratory birds visiting your shores.

I therefore ask you, as Ambassador for the Republic of Korea to:

· convey to your Government our concerns over the future of the migratory shorebirds, which both our countries are privileged to include in our fauna, and for which we have a joint responsibility and commitment;
· encourage your Government to develop a master plan designating areas of suitable habitat for shorebirds that will be permanently protected and to include the proclamation of these areas as part of the Republic of Korea’s National Biodiversity Plan; and
· encourage your government to work closely with conservation bodies within Korea such as Birds-Korea and international bodies such as Birdlife International in the development of environmental policies affecting birds and the monitoring of outcomes.

4. Australian Ambassador to the Republic of Korea
Article IV of the ROKAMBA states “Each Party shall endeavour to manage and conserve the habitat of migratory birds through activities such as the designation of conservation areas in its territory.”

We note, with approval, that there have been recent attempts to set aside areas for the conservation of shorebirds such as the 300 ha of tidal flat to be excluded from the Song-Do reclamation. However, the total amount of tidal flats that currently has assured protection is minute compared to the original extent of tidal flats. Moreover it is manifestly inadequate for the needs of the migratory birds visiting the Korean shores.

I believe that you, as Australia’s Ambassador to the Republic of Korea, are in a key position to influence the government of that country to be proactive in protecting migrant birds passing through Korea. We therefore encourage you to:
· convey to the Korean Government our concerns over the future of the migratory shorebirds, which both our countries are privileged to include in our fauna, and for which we have a joint responsibility and commitment;
· encourage the Korean Government to develop a master plan designating areas of suitable habitat for shorebirds that will be permanently protected and to include the proclamation of these areas as part of the Republic of Korea’s National Biodiversity Plan;
· encourage the Korean Government to work closely with conservation bodies within Korea such as Birds-Korea and international bodies such as Birdlife International and the Australian-based Waders Study Group in the development of policies affecting birds and monitoring of outcomes; and
· point out to the Korean Government the economic benefits of providing areas for bird conservation. Ecotourism and birdwatching are of growing international importance, with countries such as South Africa, Namibia, Brazil, Thailand and Australia, for example, having developed thriving international businesses in these areas. The development of nature reserves can provide sustainable business opportunities for people in nearby communities. Thus the protection of Korean birds can benefit Koreans not only through retaining their rich natural heritage but also through tapping into international tourism.
5. The Hon. Tony Burke MP, Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities

Article IV of the CAMBA states that “Each Contracting Party shall endeavour, in accordance with its laws and regulations in force, to:

(a) establish sanctuaries and other facilities for the management and protection of migratory birds and also of their environment; and

(b) take appropriate measures to preserve and enhance the environment of migratory birds.

In particular, each Contracting Party shall:

(i) seek means to prevent damage to migratory birds and their environment.”

Article IV of the ROKAMBA states that “Each Party shall endeavour to manage and conserve the habitat of migratory birds through activities such as the designation of conservation areas in its territory.”

Despite these agreements the reclamation of tidal mudflats is continuing apace in the Yellow Sea without any apparent attempt to set aside or protect any area sufficient to provide for the needs of the migrating birds.

I ask you, as Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities, to:

· ensure that Australian delegates at future meetings of the bilateral migratory bird agreements (CAMBA and ROKAMBA) proactively question their counterparts about what is being done in each country to ensure they preserve the stopping places that are essential for shorebird migration;

· ensure that the Australian Government advocates that the issue of shorebird habitat is listed as a standing agenda item on each Conference of parties of Ramsar, the Convention of Biological Diversity and the Convention of Migratory Species (the Bonn Convention);

· request, and lobby for, the issue of the reclamation of shorebird habitat in the Yellow Sea be included as a major agenda item on the program for the next IUCN World Congress to be held in the Republic of Korea in late 2012; and

· request that the House of Representatives Joint Standing Committee on Treaties undertakes a parliamentary review of Australia’s performance in maintaining its obligations to international environmental treaties.

6. The Hon. Greg Hunt MP, Shadow Minister for Climate Action, Environment and Heritage,
I ask you, as Shadow Minister for Climate Action, Environment and Heritage, to pressure the Australian Government to meet its obligations described in the agreements and to use its influence on the other countries that are parties to the agreements to meet their obligations.
I have written to the Hon. Tony Burke MP, Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities, asking him to:

· ensure that Australian delegates at future meetings of the bilateral migratory bird agreements (CAMBA and ROKAMBA) proactively question their counterparts about what is being done in each country to ensure they preserve the stopping places that are essential for shorebird migration;

· ensure that the Australian Government advocates that the issue of shorebird habitat to be listed as a standing agenda item at each Conference of parties of Ramsar, the Convention of Biological Diversity and the Convention of Migratory Species (the Bonn Convention);

· request, and lobby for, the issue of the reclamation of shorebird habitat in the Yellow Sea be included as a major agenda item on the program for the next IUCN World Congress to be held in the Republic of Korea in late 2012; and

· request that the House of Representatives Joint Standing Committee on Treaties undertakes a parliamentary review of Australia’s performance in maintaining its obligations to international environmental treaties.
7. Senator Bob Brown, Leader of the Australian Greens,

I ask you, as Leader of the Greens, to pressure the Australian Government to meet its obligations described in the agreements and to use its influence on the other countries that are parties to the agreements to meet their obligations.
I have written to the Hon. Tony Burke MP, Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities, asking him to:

· ensure that Australian delegates at future meetings of the bilateral migratory bird agreements (CAMBA and ROKAMBA) proactively question their counterparts about what is being done in each country to ensure they preserve the stopping places that are essential for shorebird migration;

· ensure that the Australian Government advocates that the issue of shorebird habitat is listed as a standing agenda item at each Conference of parties of Ramsar, the Convention of Biological Diversity and the Convention of Migratory Species (the Bonn Convention);

· request, and lobby for, the issue of the reclamation of shorebird habitat in the Yellow Sea be included as a major agenda item on the program for the next IUCN World Congress to be held in the Republic of Korea in late 2012; and

· request that the House of Representatives Joint Standing Committee on Treaties undertakes a parliamentary review of Australia’s performance in maintaining its obligations to international environmental treaties.
