Wednesday, 24 August 2011
Postal Address of Birds SA, Member,

South Australia,

Address of recipient: Obtain the address from the contact details provided
e.g. The Hon. Tony Burke MP,

Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities

GPO Box 787,

CANBERRA, ACT 2601

Dear Sir,

RE: PRESERVATION OF COASTAL MUDFLATS ALONG THE EAST ASIAN / AUSTRALASIAN FLYWAY FOR MIGRATING SHOREBIRDS.

Use this information if you want but please personalise if you have time.
I write to you concerned with reports of large scale and continuing losses of tidal mudflats in the Yellow Sea off the coast of China and along the coast of South Korea. I am concerned because the mudflats are essential foraging stopover sites on the East Asian-Australasian flyway migratory route for wading birds passing to and from breeding grounds in Siberia and summer feeding sites in Australia. The populations of these species have severely declined in the last few decades and it is vital that the few remaining stop over sites are preserved.

Loss of habitat along their migration route has resulted in marked declines of the waders especially Great Knots, Red Knots, Eurasian Curlews and Curlew Sandpipers. This wonderful event of the birds migrating phenomenal distances will disappear if reclamation of coastal mudflats continues in the Yellow Sea.

Action needs to be taken now! These birds land at the stopover sites in the Yellow Sea having flown thousands of kilometres, with few body reserves left. They require highly productive food resources in the extensive mudflats to rapidly restore body condition and enable the next step in their migration.

Historically governments have expressed their concern for migrating birds and signed several treaties in the area. It is in relation to these treaties that I ask for your assistance.

The governments of China, the Republic of Korea and Australia entered into Agreements for the Protection of Migratory Birds and their Environment (known as CAMBA and ROKAMBA).

All of these agreements contain clauses to the effect that each Party shall endeavour to manage and conserve the habitat of migratory birds through activities such as the designation of conservation areas in its territory.

Enter one of the appropriate paragraphs from the support material here e.g. for Tony Burke
Article IV of the CAMBA states that “Each Contracting Party shall endeavour, in accordance with its laws and regulations in force, to:

(a) establish sanctuaries and other facilities for the management and protection of migratory birds and also of their environment; and

(b) take appropriate measures to preserve and enhance the environment of migratory birds.

In particular, each Contracting Party shall:

(i) seek means to prevent damage to migratory birds and their environment.”

Article IV of the ROKAMBA states that “Each Party shall endeavour to manage and conserve the habitat of migratory birds through activities such as the designation of conservation areas in its territory.”

Despite these agreements the reclamation of tidal mudflats is continuing apace in the Yellow Sea without any apparent attempt to set aside or protect any area sufficient to provide for the needs of the migrating birds.

We therefore ask you, as Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities, to:

· ensure that Australian delegates at future meetings of the bilateral migratory bird agreements (CAMBA, ROKAMBA and JAMBA) proactively question their counterparts about what is being done in each country to ensure they preserve the stopping places that are essential for shorebird migration;

· ensure that the Australian Government advocates that the issue of shorebird habitat is listed as a standing agenda item on each Conference of parties of Ramsar, the Convention of Biological Diversity and the Convention of Migratory Species (the Bonn Convention);

· request, and lobby for, the issue of the reclamation of shorebird habitat in the Yellow Sea be included as a major agenda item on the program for the next IUCN World Congress to be held in the Republic of Korea in late 2012; and

· request that the House of Representatives Joint Standing Committee on Treaties undertakes a parliamentary review of Australia’s performance in maintaining its obligations to international environmental treaties.

Despite these agreements the reclamation of tidal mudflats is continuing apace in the Yellow Sea without any apparent attempt to set aside or protect any area sufficient to provide for the needs of the migrating birds.

Without effective action being taken there is a real risk of extinction of some species and an end to the remarkable phenomenon of migration by thousands of birds over tens of thousands of kilometres in our region. Already it is estimated that no less than 90,000 individuals of the Great Knot (Calidris tenuirostris) disappeared from the area following the reclamation work at a single site (Saemangeum, South Korea).

Your urgent attention would be greatly appreciated.

Yours faithfully,

Signed
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